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B Kitchen Heat

Stainless steel appliances. Granite
countertops. Not long ago, these were
the hottest kitchen features. But how
they’re expected and practically come
standard. What are the next major
trends to keep an eye on?

According to a recent National
Kitchen and Bath Association survey of
more than 200 kitchen designers,
cherry and maple cabinets, quartzite
countertops and custom-paneled
appliances are hot. Where oak
cabinets were once the must-have,
more than 75 percent of survey
participants now report using cherry
and maple, followed by paints and
exotic woods. And although nearly all
designers believe stainless steel is still
the most popular appliance finish, 77
percent say that custom paneling on
appliances is becoming more common.
Granite is still the most frequently used
countertop material, but 65 percent of
designers report using more quartzite,
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another durable stone material.

One thing that hasn’t changed is the
trend toward bigger, more open
kitchens that accommodate more than
one cook and serve as more than just a
place to cook. In incorporating these
bigger kitchens, the traditional “work
triangle” — the path between the
refrigerator, food prep area and cooking
area — is being replaced with work
zones. As kitchens get bigger and even
more functional, it seems certain that a
trend toward specialization will grow as
well.

Sources: National Kitchen and Bath Association

In the 1920s, Henry Ford

turned wood scraps from the
production of Model T’s into
charcoal briquettes. He built
a charcoal plant, which later
became Kingsford Charcoal.

Source: www.grilling.com




